
Request for Funding to 

Improve the Lives of 
Maryland’s Children

MARYLAND’S CHILDREN NEED YOUR HELP AND SUPPORT

WHY SUPPORT IS CRITICAL

	• Funding is urgently needed to 
renovate and expand outdated 
school facilities.

	• Kennedy Krieger students are 
publicly funded and have  
complex disabilities requiring 
specialized support.

	• Renovations will create  
sensory-friendly, technology-
integrated spaces tailored to 
students’ learning needs.

	• Expanding the LEAP building  
will allow more Maryland  
children to learn and thrive.

The Ask: We respectfully request $2.5 million in fiscal year 2027 capital 
funds from the state of Maryland for the development and enhancement 
of facilities for our LEAP school on our Greenspring Campus.

LEAP: Lifeskills and Education for Students with Autism  
and Other Pervasive Behavioral Challenges



Kennedy Krieger School Programs serves publicly funded school 
students 5 to 21 years old from across Maryland. Our five schools 
act as an extension of the public school system, and we do not 
take private tuition.

This school year, nearly 500 students are attending Kennedy Krieger 
School Programs from 14 different jurisdictions. Each student has 
one or more sufficiently severe, designated educational disabilities 
and has been referred for placement in our schools by their local 
education agency. Students receive a full suite of clinically related 
services on their path to a diploma or certificate.

It is important to note that before our schools were established, 
Maryland students with complex disabilities and learning 
challenges were often sent out of state to residential facilities, 
separated from their families—at great expense to Maryland and 
distress to them and their families.

While autism spectrum disorder is the most common diagnosis for our students across all five of our 
schools, LEAP specifically serves students with autism who require the most substantial educational and 
behavioral services and supports. The LEAP building was not designed for students with complex disabilities. 
The current LEAP space, with relatively undersized classrooms, can be an obstacle to effective instruction and 
behavioral support. Our high staff member-to-student ratio means each classroom is crowded—with students, 
teachers, aides and other support professionals—with little additional room to navigate.

Renovating and expanding our LEAP building will give students the school they deserve to learn and grow, and 
it will make it possible for us to serve more students. New sensory-friendly rooms, customized learning spaces 
and a greater integration of educational technologies will ensure we can offer our students a well-designed 
environment that empowers them with more opportunities than ever to achieve and thrive.

The anticipated total cost of the project is $15 million. We deeply appreciate the $3.05 million of capital support 
from the state over the past three years.

About Kennedy Krieger
For nearly 90 years, Kennedy Krieger Institute, a Maryland-based, 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, has 
provided a wide range of integrated medical, therapeutic, educational and community services for children, 
teens and young adults with neurological injuries, diseases and disorders. 

The Institute is home to a team of researchers who contribute to the understanding of how  
disorders develop, while at the same time pioneering new interventions and methods of early  
diagnosis, prevention and treatment. 

To watch a short video about the Institute, use this QR code or visit: KennedyKrieger.org/Anthem

Our most vulnerable children and teens deserve your help and support.
We welcome your questions about our plans to reinvigorate Baltimore’s Greenspring community while 
simultaneously creating a new school to enhance education and training for Maryland’s most vulnerable youth.

Your support is crucial to making this facility a reality for Maryland’s children.  
To learn more, use this QR code or visit: KennedyKrieger.org/MarylandKids 

Contact Emily Arneson at Arneson@KennedyKrieger.org if you have questions  
or would like a tour. THANK YOU!
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